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BOOK REVIEWS 



A Short History of Rome. By Frank Frost Abbott. Chicago: Scott, 

Foresman & Co., 1007. Pp. 304. $1.00. 
Handbook for the Study of Roman History. By Frank Frost Abbott. 

Chicago: Scott, Foresman & Co. Pp. 47. $0.25.. 

For his Short History of Rome and the ancillary Handbook Professor Frank 
Frost Abbott deserves the thanks of all teachers whose happy lot it is to intro- 
duce youthful minds to this pivotal period of European hisory. It was to be 
expected that the author of Roman Political Institutions would give us a 
scholarly textbook for the present field ; but he has given us one that is thoroughly 
practical as well. To the fruit of his own scholarship and experience he has 
added the results of suggestions and criticisms from several teachers either 
actually engaged in secondary instruction or closely in touch therewith. The net 
outcome is most satisfactory, and we can commend the volumes almost without 
reserve. 

Of the History the terminus is the reign of Charlemagne. The treatment 
is simple, logical, and, where possible, concrete. Vividness is promoted by fre- 
quent quotations from classical sources, which are invariably felicitous and free 
from the appearance of having been dragged in by the heels. The constitutional 
sections are exceptionally good, with all technicalities simplified as far as is 
practicable. Throughout there is manifest an excellent sense of perspective ; and 
the essential is never sacrificed to the picturesque : the prosaic Vespasian, for 
instance, is made as prominent as the theatrical Nero. The many maps and plans 
fulfil definite aims of usefulness ; while the other illustrations are pertinent and 
not too numerous. There is a carefully arranged chronological list of important 
events. The bibliography is admirably free from "loading." In the serviceable 
index, which we have found wrong only in one of the several instances chosen, 
the pronunciation of proper names is clearly indicated, a feature of real help- 
fulness. The material book ought to correspond more closely to the valuable 
contents. 

The little Handbook is intended for the teacher. It contains a list of the 
sources ; helps to the study of each chapter ; specimen summaries, e. g., "Terri- 
torial Development;" and a more extended bibliography than is given in the 
History. 

We shall best serve The School Review and its readers by using our brief 
space to indicate respectfully a few lines of criticism instead of giving any fur- 
ther description or indulging in any further deserved praise. The first feature 
we regret is that Professor Abbott did not allow himself to give a few more 
of the legends, such as those associated with Scaevola, Regulus, or Virginia. Of 
course we remember that our author is counting on the teacher ; but even so we 
think he might have stolen space for some of these stirring myths. The pur- 
pose of history is to learn the truth and teach it ; but the spirit of Roman 
national devotion is historical truth in the highest sense. And it is tremendously 
useful in our own training for citizenship : man's noble memories remain one of 
the best inspirations for man's noble life and hopes. Again, when our author is 
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treating of the resistance to Pyrrhus, after mentioning the fire and eloquence 
of Appius Claudius, he adds: "but probably the appearance in the harbor of 
Ostia of a Carthaginian fleet offering aid had more effect than even the speech 
of Appius." Is not this a case where pragmatism has made our author untrue to 
the Roman spirit? Surely the city that warred so unfaintingly against Hannibal 
after Cannae and Lake Trasimenus did not depend on an alien fleet for stimulus 
to action against the brilliant Epirot adventurer. Later, when we come to the 
Roman conquest of Britain we miss an adequate treatment. Perhaps, under the 
old conception of the Roman evacuation of Britain such brevity of discussion 
might have been justified ; but since the work of Professor Bury the advocates 
of "the clean sweep" theory of the abandonment have been pretty badly harried, 
and we do not fancy that Professor Abbott belongs to the number. And, not 
belonging to them, he should have vouchsafed the topic a little more space. The 
same desire for brevity doubtless explains, but in our humble opinion does not 
justify, the paragraph, in the introductory chapter, on "The Significance of 
Roman History." Here also the teacher may be relied upon ; but the student 
might well have before his eyes a less inadequate account of the impossibility 
of understanding European development or modern civilization without a knowl- 
edge of Roman history. As to details a wise editor precludes serious discussion. 
With reference to most of them we should have to utter only praise ; but here 
and there our author has sacrificed clarity to conciseness. For instance, he 
speaks of the arch in such a way as to leave the student in danger of inferring 
that it was primarily a Greek product. It is perfectly true that the Romans bor- 
rowed the arch, but it would be better to say they adopted it ; and it became their 
child by virtue of their treatment. Historically it is a Roman influence, not a 
Greek one. As to the Handbook we may merely note that our author might have 
given us a little more of his reliable judgment about the works enumerated under 
"Sources." 

Professor Abbott writes as he reasons, clearly and conclusively. There is no 
attempt to write "attractively" save as clearness and directness, with occasional 
vividness, are always attractive. If we frankly plead guilty to being hyper- 
critical, we may admit that one or two sentences seemed to jar a little. These, 
however, are negligible minutiae. 

In conclusion may we say that for the period on which we presume to judge, 
that is down to 476 a. d., we believe the Short History to be the best manual 
for secondary schools at present available? As to the sequent parts we could 
speak only as a general reader ; but the probabilities are that the high level of 
execution is maintained to the end. 

University of Colorado F- B. R. Hellems 



First-Year Mathematics for Secondary Schools. By George William Myers 
and colleagues of the University High School, College of Education of 
the University of Chicago. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 
1907. Pp. xv+181. $1.00 net; postpaid $1.09. 

This book embodies the results of an experiment on organizing the mathe- 
matical subject-matter of the secondary school into a coherent course of study, 
articulating more thoroughly with the pupil's experience than the present system. 
In their preface the authors state these weaknesses very clearly, and frankly put 



